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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for hand li ng database looks 
authorizing access to a human resources database, comprising: 

detecting , by a computer a new query from a now adm i n i strator for a set of 
database record s that aro assoc i atod with a potent i a l now lock ; 

determining whether said now adm i n i strator has any chance of bo i ng authorized 
to aoouir e said now l ock a user that submitted the new guerv is authorized to acguire a 
new lock on the set of database records, wherein the user is authorized if the user does 
not have a conflict of interest with respect to the set of database records : 

denving the attempt i ng to acqu i re said new lock if said new administrator has a 
chance of bo i ng the user is not authorized; and 

i nform i ng said now administrator of a failure to acquire said now lock if a pr i or 
l ock has a l ready boon acqu i red duo to a prior quory by a prior adm i n i strator 

setting the new lock or attempting to set the new lock if the user is authorized . 

2-3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for handling database l ocks 
as recited in claim 1 further comprising informing sa i d n e w adm i n i strator that sa i d n e w 
admin i strator i s not outhor i zod to acquire said now lock i f it i s dotomi i nod that sa i d now 
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adm i n i strator has no ohanco of aGau i rinq sa i d now l ock the user that the user cannot 

access the set of database records when the user is not authorized . 

5. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for handl i ng databaso l ooks 
as recited in claim 1 further comprising permitting access to [[said]] the set of database 
records if said now administrator aoquiros said now lock, and designating sa i d now 
adm i nistrator as a pr i or admin i strator and sa i d now lock as a pr i or lock the user is 
authorized , 

6. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for handling databaso locks 
as recited in claim 5 further comprising releasing said pr i or lock after said pr i or 
administrator the new lock after the user has checked out from [[said]] the set of 
database records. 

7. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for hand l ing databaso locks 
as recited in claim 1 wherein determining whether sa i d now admin i strator has any 
ohanco of bo i na authorized to acau i ro sa i d now l ock the user is authorized further 
includes determining whether sa i d n e w adm i nistrator the user has write authorization for 
[[said]] the set of database records. 

8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for hand li ng databaso l ocks 
as recited in claim 1 wherein determining whether said now adm i n i strator has any 
chanc e of being authoriz e d to acqu i ro sa i d n e w l ock the user is authorized further 
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includes determining whether said now adm i n i strator the user has a maximum database 
access authorization. 

9. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for handling database l ocks 
as recited in claim 1 wherein determining whether sa i d now admin i strator has any 
chanco of be i no authoriz e d to acou i ro sa i d n e w l ock the user has a conflict of interest 
includes determining whether [[said]] the set of database records personally pertain to 
sa i d n e w adm i nistrator the user 

1 0. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for handl i ng database looks 
as recited in claim 1 wherein detemriining whether sa i d now admin i strator has any 
chanc e of be i ng authoriz e d to acqu i re sa i d new look the user is authorized includes 
determining whether said now adm i n i strator the user is organizationally authorized. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method for hand l ing database locks 
as recited in claim 1 wherein determining whether said now adm i n i strator has any 
chance of be i ng authorized to acqu i re sa i d now l ook the user is authorized includes 
determining includes whether said now administrator the user is currently authorized. 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable media inc l ud i ng medium 
storing program code segments instructions for handling database looks performing a 
method of authorizing access to a human resources database, the method comprising: 
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a cod e s e gm e nt detecting a new query from a new administrator for a set of 
database records that i s assoc i ated with a potont i a l now l ook ; 

a code segment determining whether said now adm i n i strator has any chanoo of 
bo i ng authorized to acauiro said now lock a user that submitted the new query is 
authorized to acauire a new lock on the set of database, wherein the user is authorized 
if the user does not have a conflict of interest with respect to the set of database 
records : 

a cod e s e gm e nt att e mpt i ng to acqu i r e said denying the new lock if sa i d new 
admin i strator has a chanoo of boing the user is not authorized; and 

a code segm e nt informing said n e w admin i strator of a fa il ur e to acquir e said new 
l ock i f a prior lock has already boon acquired duo to a pr i or quory by a prior 
administrator 

setting the new lock or attempting to set the new lock if the user is authorized . 
13-14, (Cancelled), 

1 5. (Cunrently Amended) [[A]] The computer^readable medium media 
inc l ud i ng program code segments for handling database l ocks as recited in claim 12 
further comprising a code segment informing sa i d now adm i n i strator that said now 
administrator is not author i z e d to acquire sa i d n e w l ock if i t i s det e rmin e d that sa i d n e w 
administrator has no chanco of acouir i no sa i d now l ock the user that the user cannot 
access the set of database records when the user is not authorized. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer^readable medium media 
inc l ud i ng program oodo oogmonts for handl i ng dotabaso looks as recited in claim 12 
further comprising a oodo segm e nt permitting access to [[said]] the set of database 
records if sa i d now adm i nistrator aoqu i ros sa i d now l ook, and des i gnat i ng sa i d now 
administrator as a pr i or adm i nistrator and said now l ock as a pr i or lock the user is 
authorized . 

1 7. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer^readable medium med i a 
i nc l ud i ng program code segments for handl i ng databas e l ooks as recited in claim 16 
further comprising a code segm e nt releasing said pr i or l ock aftor sa i d prior admin i strator 
the new lock after the user has checked out from [[said]] tfie set of database records. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer^readable medium mod i a 
i nc l uding program cod e s e gm e nts for hand l ing databas e l ocks as recited in claim 12 
wherein detennining whether said now adm i nistrator has any chance of be i ng 
author i zed to acquire said now lock the user is authorized includes determining whether 
sa i d n e w adm i n i strator the user has write authorization for [[said]] the set of database 
records. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer-readable medium modia 
i nclud i ng program oodo segm e nts for hand li ng database l ooks as recited in claim 12 
wherein determining whether said now administrator has any chanco of being 
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author i zod to acqu i ro sa i d now l ock the user is authorized includes determining whether 

sa i d now administrator the user has a maximum database access authorization. 

20. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer^readable medium med i a 
i ncluding program oodo segments for hand l ing database l ocks as recited in claim 12 
wherein determining whether said now admin i strator has any ohanoo of be i ng 
author i z e d to acquire sa i d now l ock the user has a conflict of interest includes 
detemiininq whether [[said]] the set of database records personally pertain to sa i d now 
adm i n i strator the user . 

21 . (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer^readable medium mod i a 
including program code segments for hand li ng database l ocks as recited in claim 12 
wherein detenmining whether sa i d now adm i n i strator has any ohanoo of be i ng 
authorized to acqu i re said n e w l ock the user is authorized includes determining whether 
said new administrator the user is organizationally authorized. 

22. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer^readable medium mod i a 
includ i ng program code segments for handling database locks as recited in claim 12 
wherein determining whether sa i d now adm i n i strator has any chance of boing 
author i zod to acquire said now lock the user Is authorized includes determining whether 
said new adm i n i strator the user is currently authorized. 

23 - 24. (Cancelled). 
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25. (Currently Amended) A database system i ncluding looks authorizing 
access to a human resources database, comprising: 

means for detectino , bv a computer, a new query from a now adm i nistrator for a 
set of database records capable that is assoc i ated w i th a now look ; 

means for determining whether said n e w adm i n i strator has any chanc e of b ei ng 
author i z e d to acau i r e sa i d new l ock a user that submitted the new ouerv is authorized 
to acGuire a new lock on the set of database records, wherein the user is authorized if 
the user does not have a conflict of interest with respect to the set of database records : 

means for attempting to acquir e said denying the new lock if said new 
adm i nistrator has a chance of being the user is not authorized; and 

moans for i nforming said n e w adm i nistrator of a fa il ur e to acqu i re sa i d n e w lock i f 
a pr i or l ock has a l ready boon acqu i red duo to a pr i or query by a pr i or admin i strator 

means for setting the new lock or attempting to set the new lock if the user is 
authorized . 

26 -27. (Cancelled). 

28. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The database system i nclud i ng l ocks as 
recited in claim 25 further comprising means for informing said now administrator that 
sa i d now administrator is not authorized to acqu i re sa i d now l ock i f it is dotonm i nod that 
sa i d now administrator has no chance of acqu i r i ng sa i d now lock the user that the user 
cannot access the set of database records when the user is not authorized. 
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29. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The database system includ i ng l ooks as 
recited in claim 25 further comprising means for permitting access to [[said]] the set of 
database records if said now admin i strator acquiros said now l ock, and moans for 
designat i ng said now adm i n i strator as a pr i or adm i nistrator and said now l ock as a pr i or 
teek the user is authorized , 

30 - 34. (Cancelled). 

35. (New) A method for making a preliminary determination of whether 
a user has authorization to access a set of database records, comprising: 

detecting, by a computer, a new query from the user for a set of database 
records; 

determining whether the user has a chance of being authorized to acquire a new 
lock for the set of database records based on at least one of (a) write authorization and 
(b) a lack of conflict of interest; and 

denying the new lock If the user does not have a chance of being authorized. 

36. (New) The method of claim 35, further comprising: 

setting the new lock or attempting to set the new lock if the user has a chance of 
being authorized. 
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37. (New) The method of claim 35, wherein determining whether the 
user has any chance of being authorized to acquire the new includes determining 
whether the user has a maximum database access authorization. 

38. (New) The method of claim 35, wherein determining whether the 
user has a conflict of interest includes determining whether the set of database records 
personally pertain to the user. 
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